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LIMI 


To the Righr Howou RABLE; 


Truly Noble and Loyal, William Lord 
Byron, Baron of Rachdale, &c. 


My Lord, 


Nrtending to preſent You and your Noble Conſort with 

ſomething that may bear a more ſuitable Correſpondence 
with your Greatneſs and my Obligations, than this Trifle can 
pretend to,T bumbly requeſt your good Lordſhip, while That 
is preparing, to accept of This, as an Earneſt of What, if 
God grant Life and Health, ſhall in due time follow. = 

Your Lordſhip was pleaſed to honour this Diſcourſe with 
your Preſence, and, ( as divers other competent Judges 


did ) with your Approbation. I hope its Defefts willnow 


meet with the ſame Candour and Pardon, which divers 


other failings of the Author have frequently experienced. 

T have ſubjomed a Juſt Vindication of my Self and 
of a Treatiſe T writ about three years and a half ſmce, from 
the ſilly Cavils of ſome Bigotted Papiſts and ſome indiffe- 
rent Proteſtants. The Latter of which as little Care for 
their Religion, as the former Underſtand Theirs. 

The Sermon was not eaſily Perſwaded to the Preſs ; but 
1 aſſure you, the Apology was altogether extorted from me: 
For I am ſo great a Lover of Peace, that I can hardly 


prevail with my ſelf to take up even Defenſive Weapons. 
A 2 And 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


And even now, like him in the Poet, Clypeum poſt Vul- 
nera ſumo. s LJ 
For your Lordſhip and many Others can bear me witneſs 
how rudely Thaye been treated by my Implacable and Reſtleſs 
Adverſaries;* and that, when T have expreſſed the moſt 
Obliging Civilities to their Perſons, and treated them with far 
more Reſpe#t, than ever I animadverted upon their Tenents 
with ſeverity. | 

.-.. My deſign mn Publiſhng theſe Papers ( next to Gods 
Glory) #s to evidence my ſelf a ſmcere and Loyal Pro- 
teftant againſt all Exceptions : and to Demonſtrate that 
your Lordſhip could not give a more convincing Argument 
of your Zeal for the Church of England, than by recei- 
Ving into your Protection one that ſhall conſecrate his Life 
and Studies to the ſervice of his Holy Mother ; and. his 
Noble Patron, in the Quality of, 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſhips moſt humble, moſt 


obedient, and obliged Servant, 


Thomas SHEPPEY. 


xz Trtss, 


»_ ma 


t Trtss. IV. part of the-x. and x1. Vetlſes.. 


But we beſeech you; Brethren, that you increaſe more 
and more ;. And that you Study to be Quiet and to 
Do your Own Bulinels. 


Mong thoſe many GloriousTitles wheres 
with the: Evangelical Prophet -1/azas 


BY endeavours to honour our Bleſſed Sa- 


viour, he particularly applies thoſe 
of a Counſellour and ' Prince of Peace 
C. 9. 6. Tow a Child is born, to us4 
Son is given, and his name ſhall be called 


without queſtion, upon this very Account, becauſe -the 
Meſſias at his coming and divulging his Goſpel by Him- 
ſelfand his Apoſtles was to give the beſt Advice, and 
moſt Heavenly Counſel, that ever was offer'd to the ſons 
of Men. Now among all thoſe wonderful Leſſons and 
Inſtructions, whichare left us by him in the Writings of 
his holy Apoſtles-and Evangeliſts, I know none more 


Excellent, . 


Wonderful, Counſellour., the Prince of Peace. And that 


> 
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"Excellent, nor at preſent ſo ſeaſonable as this he hath 
bequeathed to us by the Pen of St. Pa/ in the words re- 
cited to you. Counſel ſo good and effeCtual, that who- 
ſoever will faithfully embrace it, ſhall eaſily be maſter 
both of this World and the World tocome, and be able = 
to vie Felicity with the Greateſt Monarchs. Counſel 
that will at once diſingage us from all our Fears and 
Jealouſies, and put us out of danger of any thing, but 
of being too happy ; that is, of Reſembling God himſelf, 
who tranſaQts a life in the greateſt Peace, Tranquillity 
and Quiet imaginable. So that not only the love of 
God, but felf intereſt it ſelf invites us to this Divine | 
Philoſophy : Nature as well as Grace prompts us earn- 
eſtly to proſecute our own advantage; and Timeas well 
as. Eternity ingages us to comply 'with this Heavenly 
Counſel 'of Increaſing more and more ; Of” [Fudying to be 
quiet, and of minding our own Buſineſs. 

The words arevery plain. God make them as viſible in 
- PraGtice of our Lives as they are intelligible in them- 
elves. PO 2G 

They are indeed uſher'd in with a word of Induction, 
Bat I beſeech you &rc. But the Connexion maling little 
or nothing to the c— any Difficutty m thera ; 
I ſhall confider them abſolutely withour- afy-"eahe- 
rence, but what they have with themfelves.; and fo 
make thoſe Remarks upon them, whereon with Gods 
help and your patience I ſhall ground this preſent dil- 
courſe, | 

Yet I cannot but take notice of that mutual Aſpett b 
and Combination theſe duties here recommended have 
among themſelves. For by making a daily advance in 
our Chriſtian Progreſs, we ſhall arrive at ſuch a ſerenity 
of mind, that we ſhall be very fit to ſerve God and our 
Generation in that Employment and Station, —_— 

is 


ty 


his allwife Providence hath placed us. Or, 'wice nerd . 


By a conſcientious diligence in our own lawful Voca- 


tion, we may be confident of attaining real Peace and 


making conſiderable progreſs in Grace and Chriſtian 
Vertues. Or thus; By ſtudying and following the 
things that belong to Peace, we ſhall be enabled to 


make a ſufficient growth in Grace ' and advance in 


our own both Temporal and Eternal concerns, So you 
ſee I can hardly miſtake, whereever I begin to make 


thoſe Remarks, I juſt now mentioned. For at laſt it 


will all amount to this, to make us Good Chriſtians, 
by increaſing more and more : Good SubjetFs by ftudying 


to be quiet: and Good Neighbours by doing our own 


buſineſs. 


r. And in the firſt place we may: hence'inforn otir 


ſelves that our Holy Religion is no idle, - ſluggiſh ha- 


bit ; but as our Great Chancellour in a Royal Aſem- 


bly fitly termed it, A Prixciple of” life and Vigour with- 
in us. A Principle, ' which though, at'firſt; but, asa 
Grain of Muſtard feed, yet''by increafing -more and 


more, it becomes a-great Tree. For by Tncrealſing more 


and more,our Apoſtle here means nothing elſe,but what 
St. Peter preſſes ſo vehemently in his 2 Epiſtle. c. 
3.' 18, to wit, Growing in Grate, and in the R nowlidgs 
of our Lord Jeſms Chriſt. We muſt be continually go: 
ing forward and growing "upward from Grace to 
Grace, from Vertue to Vertue, till we'beof full growth 
in Chriſt Jeſus. A Chriſtian muſt neither be like 
Hezekial/s Sun, that went backward ; nor like Toſbuah's 
Sun that ſtood Rill - but like' Davids Stn, Plalm” T9. 
s. Which is as a Bridegroom 'coming our of his Cham- 
ber, and rejoyces as a ftrong Man to run his Race. There 
is always 1n Chriſtianity a3 a7, ſomething remain- 


ing. And though ſome of our Neighbours kt 
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of thejr State. of PerfeCon ;' of their Ve plus ultra in 
their ſpiritual Journey ;- of - [mmediate Unions with the 
Divine Eſſence in the pure fund of the Spirit: Yet we 
poor Proteſtants, God help us, muſt according to the 
command of our. meek and humble Jeſus, when we 
have done all we:can, look upon our ſelves bur as un- 
profitihle Servants, and follow the example of! our Bleſ- 
ed Apoſtle. Phil. 3. 13. *Notas though T hadalready 
*attained,. or werealready PerfeCt : but this one thing 
*T do, forgetting thoſe things , which are behind, and 
Feaching, orth to thoſe things which are betore, 'I preſs 
*toward the Mark for the Price of the high calling of God 
*1n Chriſt Teſus. _ | | 

2. The ſecond Obligation here ſeriouſly recommend. 
ed to our :conſideration .and.-praftice is the ſtudy of 
Fe and Ron A molt Important and Seaſona. 


- Duty, and which cannot be too : much preſl'd at 
this time. Now as Plato ſaid:of Vertue, ſo I may 
ſay of Peace 3. Could ſhe but afſumea viſible ſhape, we 
ſhould” ll preſently become inamour'd. of her. 'Where-' 
fore I know no more: effeftual Medium to urge the 
practice of the Duty,,in my Text, than by preſenting 
to you the Bleſſed fruits and effects which will un- 
doubtedly accrue. to us by..it : I mean by gms gpar'cÞ + 
that Peace and Quzez, we at- preſent enjoy, and. whic 

nothing bar our own. boiſterous and -unruly paſſions 
can rob us of, Let us then I ſay, but take a full view 
of what the Apoſtle here ſo pathetically preſſes upon 
is, and, regommends. as. an. object worthy of our ut- 
moſt Care; and - Szu4j., i It.is nothing elſe,, but what 
is-our Happzzeſs more than. our Duty. Peace, that 
Soul of the Univerſe, that Chain .of the World and 
Cement” of Nature, . the . Bond of Governments, the 
Deſire 'of Mcn,,.the_ Joy. of Angels, the delight of ne 
9, canons bak 1mlelt, 


- 
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himſelf. Peace, the deſign of Nature, the Perfeftion 


of Grace, and Conſummation of 'Glory. - Peace, the 


Reconciliation of Sinners, the Conſolation of the Saints, 
the Crown of the Bleſſed. Peace, at which the Scri- 
ptures aime, which Faith intends, Hope alpires to, 
Love:mounts towards it, and it is compleat Beatitude 
to attain it. . To procure this Peace, the .Son of God 
came into the World, he toyl'd and laboured to treat 
aboutit; He died to confirm it, and aroſe again to 
proclaim it, and ſent his Holy Spirit to beſtow it on 
us. His Labours ' acquired it, his Bloud bought it, 
his Death merited it, and his Love bequeathed it. At 
his Birth the Angels chanted it forth, G/ory be #0 God 
on High, and os Earth Peace. And at his ReſurreQion 
He himſelf publiſhed it ; Peace be with you. Thus was 
Peace the Beginning of his carrieer, and the end of his 
Courſe. Peace was the deſign of his Combate, and 
Peace was the Crown of his Vidory. 

Indeed if we look a little more particularly into the 
matter, we ſhall find that this Qrzerneſs which weare 
here commanded to ſtudy, is the perfe&tion both of 


the Greater and of the Leſſer World: I mean Man 


himſelf. 
The joe World is compoſed of two parts, the 


-and ' Elementary World. To ' what tends 
that conſtant and regular motion of the Heavenly 
Bodies, that moſt exa& Dance of the Rouling Spheres, 
but to make up the Harmony of a moit raviſhing 
Concord ? And that mutual Marriage and Conjunction of 
the Elements, what doth it breathe forth but the ſweets 
of a moſt Amiable Peace in the Sublunary World ? 
The motions of the Heavens being ſo different; and 


the Qualities of the Elements ſq contrary, who would 


not preſently conclude an . inevitable .War' muſt :fob- 
| | B low, 
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tbw, both m the FPeavens by their diverſe Revoluti- 
ors, and in the Elements by their' manifold - Antipa- 
thies? And yet both the Heavens compoſe their dif 
cord, and the Elements do, as I may fay, lay afide 
their Qyarrel to produceand preſerve that Peace which 
s the life of Nature and the Conſervation of the World. 
From whence proceeds the Beauty 'of the Univerſe, 
but from Order ? and what maintains this Order but 
that Peace which is amongſt irs members? Every one 
keeps its Rank and Station without intrenching upon 
the others Offices, and ſo -they keep an inviolable 
Peace, which preſerves their Being, and buoyes up 
their Dignity. Whereas if Debate and Difſenſion 
ſhould once intrude among the parts of this great Bo- 
dy; immediately upon Debate would follow Diſorder, 
and upon Diſorder a Diffolution of the whole Fa- 
brick : and that which Quietnelſs makes appear ſo Good- 
ly and Beautiful, that it derives its very names of 
Koeguls and Muni from its comely features, would in a 
moment by Diſcord be turned into a Chaos of Con- 
fuſion. 

Let us deſcend a little to Particulars and ſee how 


Peace is the Perfection of the Parts as well as of the 


Whole. 

All that is in this Great Family of the World may 
be diſtributed into two Claſſes or Orders of things. - Some 
whereof have nothing but a ſimple Being, as Stones, 


'Minerels and other inanimate Bodies. Others, beſides. 


2 Being, have Life, either Vegetative as Plants, or 
ſenſitive, as Animals. I ſpeak not as yet of Man; who; 
beſides, his fenſitive, hath a Reaſonable and Intelletu- 
_ al Life. | 
And Firſt, asto Things that have nothing but Being ; 


that very Being is their PerfeQion. Now what is. tt thar, 
oy | | preleryes. 
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preſerves the being of Stones and Minefals, but the 
Peace and agreement of the four firft Qualities (as 
they call them) Dry and Moiſt, Cold and Hot: Their 
Being hath no other foundation but the marriage 
and Union of theſe contraries, that compoſe them, 
As ſoon as one Contrary begins to. get the upper 
hand over his Fellows , and the Peace is broken, pre- 
{ently a dreadful Civil War commenceth : they mutually 
deſtroy one another, and this is infallibiy attended with 
the .ruine of the whole-Compoſitu;r. And hence it comes 
ro paſs that all Bodies under Heaven, even the moſt {o- 
lid. Stones and Metals are corruptible, becauſe they are 
all compoſed of contrary Ingredients; and Peace 
cannot be very permanene in the midſt of ſo much 
contrariety. Thus Concord preſerves them and War 
ruins them. Quienels is their Perfetion, and Debate 
the Original of their DeſtruQion. 

The very ſame thing happens in Plants and Ani- 
mals; and therefore from them I proceed to: Man: him- 
{elf, and ſhall endeavour to ſhew, how this ſtudy of 
Quierncſs is the Perfetion of Man in what ever ſtate 
we conſider him : either in the ſtate of Nature as a 
Man ; or in the ſtate of Grace, as a Chriſtian and God's 
Friend ; or in the ſtate of Glory, as one of the Bleſſed 
"NN of the Jeruſalem, that isabove, the Mother of 
us all. | cit 

In the ſtate of Nature the good and welfare of Mans 
Body depends upon the Peace. and Harmony of the 
forementioned Qualities ; and his diffolution proceeds 
from their Diſcord, The natural. gaod of his::SqQub 
conſiſts in an interiour Repole, Tranquillity and eaſ*.- 
neſs of Spirit, which renders him ſerene, content and 
ſatisfied, [His Body .is fuſtained by Peace -as:its Lafe, 
and his Soul breaths after Peage as its utmolt feliciry..: 

2 Irre- 


« # WV 


($8) 


Trrequietum eft Cor noftrum, Domine, donec revertatur 
ad Te, Even all his outward Senſes and inward fa- 
culcies ſeek after Quiet and repoſe as their ultimate 
End and Good. What do all the Senſes aim at in thoſe 
ſeveral Objeas they purſue: with ſo much eagerneſs, 
but to repoſe in them by delight ?- All the Senſes are 
in perpetual motion, ſearching on all ſides for proper 
Objes and Diverſions, and having met with them 
they embrace them, and embracing them they unite 
themſelves to them ; and being united to them, they 
delight in them ; and being delighted, there they reſt 
and are at quiet, rejoycing in their Happineſs ; and 
thus in their Repoſe they meet with their PerfeQti- 
ON, I | 

And as for his interiour Powers, his ſenſitive Ap- 
petite, Imagination, Memory, Underſtanding, will, 
what do they queſt after, what do all their buſtlings, 
ſtirs and motions tend to, but to find Repoſe, by uni- 
ting themſelves to ObjeQts agreeable? In a word, All 
that is in man looks out after its proper Obje, and 
in its. Obje& its delight, and in its delight its peace 
and quiet,*and in its _ its End and Happineſs. So 
that Peace is the Perfection of Manand of all that is in 
Man. To what do all his deſires and devices, his De- 
figns, Labours and Induftry bend, but to ſettle himſelf 
in his eaſe, and in his eaſe to meet with Content, and 
# Content to find Peace, and in Peace to enjoy Hap- 
pineſs? Why do Men delight in Society ? to what 
purpoſe. were Empires, Common-wealths and other 
Communities founded 2 to what end ſerves Order and 
the Dependance of Inferjours and Superiours, of Com- 
manding and Obeying ; but to take away Confuſion, 
to eſt1bliſh Order, and with Order, Peace and Quietneſs 
among Men ? -What 1s the nieaning of Magiſtrates and 
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Laws; Policy -and Puniſhment, but to uphold this Peaceg 
by cutting off. thoſe Refractory Members, that would 
diſturb the Harmony ofthe Body Politick ? Juſt as they, 

| 7- Voice out of a Quire of Muſicians, and 


turn a jarring: | UIFE ©! 
take a Ee thing from a Muſical Inftrufnenc. + ., , © 
And thus is Peace the Perfeftion of Man conſidered: 
in his pure Naturals. Peace is the ſcope of his Deſigns, 
the endof his Labours, the Center of his Faculties, the 
Repole of his Motions, the Life of his Body, and the Hap» 
But to little purpoſe do we ſtudy to be quiet in this. 
World. At leaſt it is a fond hopeto meet'with a perfe&t 
and accompliſh'd Peace any where but in God. Nature: 
and the whole Oeconomy of Nature. cannot yield that; 
Quiet and Repole that Man'is bound to ſeek after. And 
not only doth Faith teach us;but Reaſon demoanſtrates,and: 
Experience convinceth us that nothing here below can: 


yield an entire Peace toour hungry appetite,but that Diy 
vinity which gave it Being. And cherefore we muſt raiſe: 


Man a degree higher than the order of, Nature and con: 


ſider him in that. of Grace : as a Chriſtian endowed: 
with Faith, Hope: and Love of Ggd, whole fruition he- 
expeQsin the ſtate of Glory, and in the. fruitionof God: 
his compleat Peace, his intire Quiet and abſolute-Pertes. 


fon. 


Tt 1s true, the works of God are all PerſeR, and God: 


created Man compleat botlr as to his Body and his Soul; 
His Body injoy'd perfect Quiet, by reaſon of that- Zempe- 


ramcntum 4d pondus, that exact Temper and: Harmany. of 


the humours. A Harmony that Death could not deſtroy, 
nor Maladies diſturb: ſince he was enobled by a-ſuperna- 
tural Gift, which rendred:his Body Impaſſible, Immortal 
and Incorruptible. His: Soul: a ljke manner - injoyed 


moſt perfeCt Repoſe, not. experiencing the leaſt- contrads-. 


Ripn'in the inferiour Part, and being at Peace with God 


by 
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'vy WM erire aSrecthent of his Will with the Divine 
| a-90%, 07 Righteouſne(s maintained this harmony by 
calming liis. Paſſions, bridleing in his Senſes, raming his 
Fleſh, andſubjugating his Appetite to Reaſon;and hisRea- 
fon to God. From whence fprung fo great an accord in 
the Soul of Man,that even upon Earth he had a foretaſte 
of the ſweets of 'Hexven. pe 

But Sir having cauſed Reaſon to rebell againſt God, 
raade the Appertte' ro rebell againſt Reaſon ;' and viola- 
ting that agreement which was between God'and Man, 
did likewiſe diſturb that quiet which Man-had in him- 
RIFE, 'and ſow'd thole ſeeds of Difſention between the 
Pleſhand the Spiric,Senſe and Rexſon, the Appetite and 
che Wilt. _—— interrapt theinward Peace 
of his Soul, butithe outward Repoſe of his Body alfo,by 
taking'fromHhim that gift of Grace, which made it Incor- 
ruptible. And then the materials and humours, where- 
of he-was:compoled, preſently began tomutiny ; and this 
fpoil'dthe harmony by fieknefles; and utterly deſtroy'd it 
by Death. ''Andihence ariſe all choſe mifchiefs, which ac 
this day -invironthe wretched Oft-ſpring of {a»bothin. 
Body and Soul.Had Man maintained the Peace with God 
by # {weet iConcord of his Will with his Soveraign's, he 
had-tikewiſeretainedmoſtabſolute Franquillity inhim- 
elf. But afſoon as he broke the League by his Rebellious 

wHll, all things broke the Peace with him. His Body b 
the claſhing together of the humours ; his Soul b thoſk 
many-contradiftions he finds there. Then preſently War 
was proclaimed; the Angel took his Sword,and the Earth 
arm'd itſelf with Thorns, the Heavens with-Thunder,the 
Air with Contagion,and wild Beaſts with Fury. Beaſts, 
Elements and Angels, the whole Creation roſe m Arms 
againſt their Makers Enemy. And'whereasbefore,he,had 
peace with all Things -''with God by Grace, with himſelf 
bythe happy Concord betweenthe Soul Magee jt 
OLner 
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other Creatures by that Obedience they paid him : Now” 
he is attacquedon all ſides ; God became his Enetny, his 
own fleſh his Adverfary, and all Creatures rebell'd : and 
ſoby woful experience fe found that to break Gods Peace 
is the greateſt miſchief that can heride a Rational Crea- 
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But at laſt after innumerable As of Hoſtility paſt on 
both ſides ; on mans by his multiplied Tniquiries, and on 
Gods by his {ſevere Chaſttſements ; he whoſe Property zt #s 
zo brve Mercy,.and to forgive ;. though the firſt provoked 
atd affaulted, yer was graciouſly pleaſed to propoſe 
terms of Reconcihiation ; and that not by an Angel or 
Servant, but by his own Son. God was in Chriſt recon- 
ciling the World to himſelf: and he diſmantled thoſe: 
ftrong Holds that Sin had raiſed, and breaking down the 
1 of Partition made all Friends. And therefore the 
Apoſtle expreſly calls him Oar Pezce: 'PHeunited rhe Hu- 
manity and Divinity together in his own Perſon ; . by the. 
Hypoſtatical Union he joyned God's and Man's Nature 
together; which werebefore-at ſuch vaſt diftance : and 
by Grace he re-unites the Will of: God: and the Wills of: 
Men, which were ſo contrary. ck 
* Andnow you ſee-what reaſon theres we ſhould ſtudy 
tobe Quiet :: fince Peace and Quietnels are.the very end: 
for which the Sonof Godicame. into the World, did and. 
{uffer'd ſo much;and at his JaſtDeparture'bequeatHdit to- 
his Church for his richeſt Legacy. 4 nd therefore he that 
doth not make this his ſtudy, doth as muchas in him lies 
to fruſtrate the whole Courſe that 'God#arh taken with: 
us, and to render the Blond of theSdn of Golf of no'effett. 
And yet 'for all this, wicked and"Furbulent Men will: 
not be quiet with any :- like I/hmae!, thejr hand is acaintt. 
every man, andevery mans hand againſt chem: They, arc- 
at War with themſelves by the diſarder of their Paſſions ;\ 
at. War-with their:Neighbour by quarrels -and diſcord; ; 


-- - 
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at War with God by diſobedience. They are-uneaſy and 
unquaet on all hands. From God they are troubled with 
thedreadful threats of his Juſtice ; from Man they meet 
with a thouſand diſturbances and contradiftions,and from 

themſelves with infinite diſquietudes, Ny 
But good Men, Gods Children, are at perfe&t Peace 
with all; with themſelves by duecurbing in their Paſ. 
ſions; with their Neighbours by perfet Loveand Amity; 
and with God by an tick Obedience to his Com- 
mandments. oo | 
They are at quiet with themſelves by ſubmitting the 
Fleſh to the Spirit; Luſt to Reaſon; the Inferiour part 
td the Superiour. For as ina Conſort of Muſicians, the 
Harmony proceeds from this, that every Voice keeps its 
own part : To in Man, when the fleſh is-kept: under and 
the. Soul permitted to reign, from this due Order and 
oblervance, as from a Conſort of Voices, proceeds the 
{weet harmony of, interiour Quietneſs. And as a Muſick- 
Maſter is continually attentive to keep every Voice inits 
due rank, to elevate thoſe that are too low, and depreſs 
thoſe that are too ſhrill : thus Reaſon in Man muſt keep a 
ftri&t eye over the Body, and keep it from mounting too 


high and diſturbing the Harmony. And this was our A- » 


poſtle's great ſecret,when he found the fleſh rebell againſt 
the Spirit: Caſtigo corpus meum, & in ſervitutem redigo. 
Thus by captivating our fleſh and ſubduing our Paſſions, 
Reaſon will command, the Soul will reign and maintain 
the Microcoſm in perfeC&t Peace and Unity. 

But man being in the Philoſophers phraſe C5 noxlmv, 
a Creature ſhapedout for Converſe and Society, hecan 
no ways keep peace with himſelf, if he be not at quiet with 
his Neighbour. As one member of the body, ruines its ſelf, 
if it attempt to looſen that which faſtens it to the reſt of 
the Members. And de ;7a#o,there are no perſons ſo unea- 
ſy and unquiet as envious Perſons; Rigtous, Debauch'd, 


Seditious 
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Seditious Men, wha make it their ſtudy to ſow Diſentwhs: 
*Tis true, my are a trouble and vexation to their Neigh- 
bour : but a far greater torment to their own Souls; and 
while they ſcatter abroad the ſeeds of War and Tumutlt ; 
they reapthe firſt fruits of it in themſelves. And:thus both 
Nature and Reaſon teach us, that if we deſire to.be happy 
and injoy Repoſe and Tranquility in our ſelves, we muſt ſts 
dy to be quiet with our Neighbour. Bu —_— we are 
obliged to this Duty, ſince the Son of God who ſo'dearly 
purchaſed this Peace for us, hath ſo earneſtly commended it 
to our praCtice by his own DoQtrine which breaths nothing 
but Peace ; and bo his own example, who truly acted as the 
Prince of Peace ; and in his commands by the mouthof his 
Apoſtle, that we ſhould keep the Unity of the Spirit in the 
Bond of Peace : and from the Nature ef the Church it ſelf, 
which is but one Bady, whereof the Holy Ghoftis rhe Soul 
and Jeſus Chriſt the Head, and the faithful are the Mem- 
bers. Love is the life of this Body, and Peace and Quietneſs 
ne that ties,one Member to:another, .and-all to the 
Head. | rc »[0 8 Print ,enord 
Whoever yet ſaw in one and the ſame 'Botly one Member 
war againſt another ? And yet both in the.myſtical Body 
of the Church and the Polirical.Body of the State, what more 
ordinary than for-Chriſtians, who are al Members'of this 
Body, ta bite and devour one'another ? .It belongs'to'monebut 
Madmen and Deſperadoes to tear their own fleſh and' rend 
out their own Bowels. And yet every day preſents: us with 
Chriſtians ſnarling at each other :- nay man becomes's;Wolf 
to his Neighbour, one member devours/another:'#rid What 
would be accounted a prodigy'ig Nature is become afarnifiar 
ſpeQacle in Religion: But let ſuch Perſons flatter themſelves 
with what ſpecious: pretences they pleaſe, weare'affured- 
they cannot be: Members of Jeſus-Chrilti the Prince of Peace; 
but limbs:of Saran. the Fatheriof  Diſſebtion:::ne/Childfen'6f 
God, whom they bypoeriticaly: profala butſofithe Devil, 
Yn | Se whom 
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whom they ſo exaRtly imitate. 'They belong not to the 
Heavenly Jernſalem, the Temple of Peace ; but to Hell, the 
Manſion.of Tumult and Theatre of Confulion. 

Godin theold I aw commanded us to love our Neighbour 
as'ouriſelves/; 2nd Jeſus Chriſt renewed it in the Goſpel : 4 
wew Communament I give unto you, that you Love one another. 
Andhe hath extended this Love even to our Enemies them- 
ſelves: But I ſay unto you, love your Enemies: Deſiring to 
eſtablifh a firm Peace among Men, as he had done between 
God and Man. . 04 ELOpEL ell 1: © 
:+;,But alas ! May wenot complain with Linacer ? Aut hoc 
non eft Evangelium, aut 0s non ſums Chriſtiani: Either this is 
not Goſpel, or we are not Chriſtians. We are at this time 
fo farfrom fudying ro be Quiet, from minding the Things 
that belong to Peace, \'that we ſeem to want that Love that 1s 
between Beaſt and Beaſt. If one Sheep faint, the reſt will 
ſtand betwixt it and the Sun to ſhelter it. If a Swine be in- 
jured, the'whole Herd will muſter together to revenge the 
Jujury.. Natural Hiſtoriansare full of examples of grateful 

yons, kind Eagles and truſty Dogs, ready to dy both for 
and with their Maſters. In holy Writ we read of Eijah fed 
by Ravens, andof Dazie! not hurt among Lyons. Sed O 
aeteftaudam Humane Malitie Crudelitatem ? Aves paſcunt, fere 
parcunt, Homines ſeviunt : as the bleſſed Martyr St. Cypriay 
complain'd in his time. ' Or as holy Dav/41n his ; © IIl mind- 
'* ed Men, imagining miſchief in their heart, and ſtirring up. 

_* ſtrife all the day Jong. Their throat is an open Sepulchre, 

"*the poyſon of Aſps is under thetr Lips. Their mouth is. 

«full bf Curſing and bitternels,. their teeth are Spears and 

< Arrows, and their tongue a ſharp Sword, P/a/m 20. More- 

Tharp, faies $. Bernard de Tripl. Cuſtod. than the Spear 

. which pierc'd our Saviour*s ſide: for it doth not onely, wound 
.Chriſts myſtical Body, burt-even rent it in.pieces ; makin 

as Many faCtions in the Kingdom as there are Offices ; ets 

inthe Churchas many 'Creeds as Heads. - DeftruQtion and 

| Unhappinels 
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Unhappineſs is in all their ways, and the way of Peace they 


have not known; Intheir bed, appointed for reſt, the ſtudy 
how to be Turbulent, and travel with miſchief and bring 
forth Ungodlineſs. Theſe, theſe are the Troublers of our 
1/rael, the Thorxs in our Eyes,and the Goads in our ſides,the 
very Firebrands and Bellows of Sedition. But we hope better 
things of Ton, and things that accompany Salvation, though we 
hs ſpeak. And though for the Diviſions of Reaben there 
are great thoughts of heart ; Yet we will leave this Point and 


theſe wicked Men, who are like ihe troubled Sea when it cannot 
reſt, whoſe waters caſt up Mire and Dirt : and proceed to ſome- 
thing that may prove an expedient to thele growing mil: 
chiets; and that ſhall makeup the laſt part of this Diſcourſe; 
and it is this ; The beſt way to maintain Auict between God and 
Man, between Man and Man,and ina Man's own Breaſtyis to put 
in execution the Apoſtles advice here, that we every one do our 
own Bulineſs. | / 
Wherein the Apoſtle recommends to us Diligence ta our 
Calling : thereby excluding Idleneſs and that Toaurpeyuorime 
or intermedling with other Mens Aﬀairs. We muſt be buſy, 
but in our own Concerns. And then withal, by the near 
Connexion of this with what went before ( Stndying to be 
quiet) 1s intimated, that the more buſy weare at home, the 
more quiet we are like to beabroad. erat 
Man, faith the Scripture, is born to Labour as the ſparks 
flye upward, And though every good and perfeCt gift be 
from above, yet we muſt not negleCt Induſtry inour Station 
and Calling The Husbandman muſt riſe up early and fit.up 
late,and eat the bread of carefulneſs, and then he, may pru: 
dently expett that his Garners may be filled withall manner 
of ſtore ; rhat his Sheep may bring forth thouſands and ten 


thouſands in his Fields ; that his Oxen may be ftrong to\la- 


bour, ard that there may be no- decay in. bis Cartle,.. Every 
man muſt attend his, Office ;;the Seaman.myſt look, tq bis 
Ship andthe Tradeſm..n to.h1s Stop, that ſo he may.. eax 
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the Labours of his hands: The Glorious Angels themſelves 
Dough Spirits, yet are Miniftrin 5 Spirits, -ordained for the 
Praiſe of God and the Service of his Church. Even in the 
ſtate of Innocency Man was placed in the Garden of Edzz to 
dreſs iras well as to keep and injoy.ir. And this Diligence is 
tobeufed, ſays Solombn, Prov. 6.11. Left Poverty come on 
thee as one that travelleth ; and neceſſity like ay armed Man. 
That is to fay, If thou mind not thy buſineſs, Beggery will 
affault thee fo /uddenly, fo vio{enthy, that thou canft not re. 
fiſt it. All that belong to Gods Vineyard muft be Laborers; 
Allare Stewards in his Family. ' Andis for the Magiftrate 
in particular,his buſineſs is ſo. great that it made St. Chry/o/tors 
exclaim, Miror { quis Refforum ſalvari poſſit, Nay it 1sObfer- 
vable that Gods way of proceeding with his own People the 
Iſraelites, puts every man in mind of his doing his buſinefs. For 
thoughhe could veryeafily have rained down on them loaves 
ready baked and fit to eat; yet he rain'd down Manna,which 
being ſcattered about the fields, was with no ſmall labour to 
be gathered together,” to be bruiſed ,in a Mortar, or fome 0: 
ther way. and 10 formed into Loaves 'and baked : that ſo at 
the fame time he mighr ſupply.their wants and teach them 
Diltgence. | me 

But if to the Temporal Cancerns of. a Man, you adjoyn 
the ſpiritual neceſſities and Eternal Intereſts ofa 'Chriftian, 
you will, ex abu:4antz, as we fay,be convinced of the great 
Reaſon St. Pas/ had to preſs this Duty of looking to our 
Buſineſs. Iwill inftance bur in that one. buſineſs ot Repen- 
tance, 'wherein a Man muſt unravel his whole Life: /it is the 
kading a new Life,a putting off the old Man, and putting on 
the New ; an utter extirpation ofall ſuperfluity of Naug Y- 
nefs ; and an Addreſs to and a finall paſſage through all the 
Paſſages of Holy Living. We. have all, our accounts to 
makeeyen between God and our own Souls * The Dury of 


Repentance. ( without which we ſhall 47 periſh?) eonſifts of 


many Parts and ſo. much imployment, that it requires much. 


Time, 


UM 


CE 47-Þ 
Time, and leaves s Man in the fame degree of hoye of Par. 
don, as: is his Reſtitution to the ſtate of Righteouſneſs and 
holy Living. And who ever hath made the experiment 
will find that it 15 not fo eaſy a buſineſs to root out the habits. 
of many inveterate Sins, which a Man hath: contraed 
through the whole Courſe of his Life. We find it. work 
enough to mortify one beloved Luſt, in our-very beſt advan- 
tages of ſtrength and Time. Info much that- we read in the 
lives of the Antient Hermits of a famous Aſcetick, who ha- 
ving ſpent many years in that. one Verſe of the P/a/»siff, I 
faid T will took ta. ry ways, that T offend not with my Tongue ; 
yet acknowledged he was far from having attained that very 
Leſſon. And yetadefec in that very-butineſs is able to eva- 


porate all our Religion.:: for. he chat bridles not his Tongue,that 


Mans Religion s in Vain. To. which. we may' arinex the 
Command ofthe Apoftle, that we uſe all Diligence 70 add fo 
our Faith Vertue, and to our Vertue K,nowledg, and to — 


Temperance, and to Temperance Patience, and to Patience God-. 


lineſs, and to Godlineſs Brotherly K jndneſs, and v0' Brotherty 
Kindzeſs Charity. Now certainly, Sirs, who ever ſtrioully 
weighs theſe things, wil preſently cry out, who & ſufficient 


for theſe things ? Life is ſhort, Art 1s-Long-: the myſRery of 


Godlineſs is no-fuch eaſy Trade as many dream-of. And 


therefore the Apoſtles Counſel is moft reaſonable here, To : 


ftudy todo our own Buſineſs, and onely our.own Buſinefs ; 
for I think we haveenough to do. | 


However one Caution muft necefſarily. be here interpoſed, 
and it is not mine, bur that of a late Excellent Prelate of the: 
Church of Ezg/azd:- It-may bea fault, and a'great one too, . 
ſo todo our-own- Buſineſs, as- not. to regard what becomes - 
of others. So our own turn-be ſeryed and we: get by it; no : 
matter who loſes. This 4s. deſervedly protibited -by. our. 


Apoſtle himſelf, Philip. 2; 4, Look not :every man on his own 


things, but every man alſo on the things of others ; and v. 24«. 
he complains that 4/7 ſeek their own, and not the things that are 


Teſta. 
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Jeſus Chriſts. And therefore our own here andour ownthere 
are two different Things. That which he blames there, is 
our Owzx of Intereſt: there may be too much of our own in 
that. But what he commands here, is our Owaof Dury, and 
Office. Inthis we muſt do ſo much our Or, that we muſt 
not meddle with anothers.- 

Now how well this is obſerved, eſpecially at this time,we 
need but appeal to our owneyes and Ears. I have not time 
to Anatomize theſe "AAA9TpB102TITROWES, AS the Apoſtle fitly ſites 
them, thoſe Intermedlers with others Afﬀairs, thoſe Peepers 
and Pryers into.other Mens houſes. I will only deliver my 
ſentiments-in avery few Words concerniag thoſe Political 
Pragmatico's, who with their unwaſht hands, fo ſlovenly 
(to ſpeak no worfe ) intrude into the Arcamwa of the 
Government both of Church and State : Thoſe S:ate- Eave- 
droppers that with the Atherians are conſtantly hearkening 
after News; and with S. Peter never thinking of them- 
ſelves, are ſtill demanding, Ard what ſbill ths Man do ? 
And I wiſh it reſted there ! No, to hear and fee will not 
ſerve the Turn ; unlefs they have an Oar likewiſe in the 
Publick Veſſel. Which if by their Merit they cannot pro- 
cure, they preſently fall-to Deſpiſizg of Dominions, and ſpeak- 
#ng evil of Dignities. Nay as the ſame Apoſtle complains, 
they -muſt needs ſpeak evil of thoſe things which they know 
not. Certainly therecan be no greater Demonſtration of the 


Malignant Spirit raigning and rageing in Men,than thus to 


Blaſpheme the Gods upon Earth. To the ſerious thoughts of 
theſe Puny Politico's, thefe Demicaſter Statiſts, I deltre to 
recommend that notable Paſſage, 2. Pez. 2.10, 11. Where 
the Apoſtle defcribes their Forefathers thus: T hey deſpiſe 
Government ; Preſumptuons are they, ſelf-willed : they are not 
afraid to ſpeat evilof Dignities, Whereas Angels, which aye 
greater in power and might, bring not railing Accuſations againff 
them before the Lord. | 


The 
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The fumm of which Diſcourſe tends to this : that the An- 
gels, though by their Office they make report of the Miſcar- 
riages of Princes, yet theiraccuſation is without railing, out 
of a Reverence to. their High funQion and Gods Immediate 
Image in them. And S. Jude v. 9g. doth O—— ampli. 
fy this Obſervation, aſſuring us that S. Michael, who is the 
Prince in the Celeſtial Hierarchy of Angels, when he con: - 

tended with the Devil the Caprain of all the Bands of Infer- 
nal Spirits, durſt not bring againſt him a Railing Accuſation. 
Becauſethough the Devil be deſpoiled of all Grace, yet he 
remains in the Principality of his Naturals; and in reſpe& 
to the Eminency of thoſe, the Angels forbear to reproach 
him. Durſt not the Higheſt Angel in Heaven revile the' 
moſt wicked fiend in Hell, and ſhall impudent Men venture 
tocalumniate and defame the Earthly Gods themſelves, God 
Almighties immediate. Vicegerents, I mean the Magiſtrates: 
both Eccleſiaſticaland Civil? How far theſe Boutefens bytheir 
Tongue Squibs and Pamphlet Crackers have contributed 
to thoſe feuds we are now embroyÞ'din, I will not take upon 
me to determine. But of this I am ſure that: Political” 
Writers have made it an Obſervation that it isa dangerous 
forerunner of ſubverſion fiziſterly and irreverently. to Ap-- 
prehend and Taterpret the aCtions of their Governors : and that- 
there feldome or never come any more Pleaſing, than thole: 
they ſo deſpiſe, God Almighty punifhing- upon» them the 
aftronts offered to his Viceroy's and Subſtitutes. . . Remem--. 
ber that Vzz4h for but putting forth his hand, though to. 
ſave a Tottering Ark ( which was as it-were the. Palladiam 
of the Jewiſh Nation )- yet it coſt-him no les thanhis life 
by an immediate ſtroke. from-Gods own hand: And if we: 
will not be content to have the 0/ve, or the Fz2g or the Vine 
toreign ; a Bramble may come and devour the Cedars of; 
Libanns. | | 

Iconclude this, IThope not unjut, Invective againſt State 
Buſy bodies, withthe Excellent re narks of the Son of Syrach, 

Ec las. 
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Ecxcluſ. 21.22. &c. A foobſh Mans foot is ſoax in his Neigh- 
bours houſe ; out a Man of Experience is aſhamed of him, A 
£8061 will peep into the houſe ; but he that is well nurtured will 
ftand without. It is the rudeneſs of a Man to hearken at the door ; 
but a wiſe May will be grieved at the d:ſorace. The lips of Talk- 
ers will be telling ſuch things as pertain not to them, but the 
words of ſuch as he underſtanding are weighed in the Ballance. 

And now to you, My Lords, in a Word, and but in a 
Word, Iſhall :umbly addreſs what remains : Ad to do your 
Own. Buſineſs, Your Buſineſs is of ſo Vaſt anextent, thatT 

re Not yenture upon fo Comprehenlive an Argument, 
Nor indeed had I time at my own choice, ſhould TI be guilty 
of ſo much Indiſcretion,as before ſo many Sages and Oracles 
of-the Law to diſcourſe at large of the Ofice of a Judge. 
This would be to aft before Roſcixe, and to read a LeQure 
of Military Diſcipline before Haxnibal. You are inthoſe high 
Offices, which render you like the Heavenly Bodies, ( itis 
the obſervation of the Noble and Learned Yeralam) You have 
much Veneration but little Reſt, I ſhall not therefore con- 
tribute any thing to your Trouble, but only leave this ſingle 
Item with you, and you to Gods Bleffing. I dare not call 
it an Inſtruction, but rather with the Apoitle, 4 /#irring you 
up by way of Remembrance. It is your Buſineſs to look that 
others live quietly and do their. own Buſineſs, and none but 
their Own. To this purpoſe you are intrulted with the 
Ezfſces ; the rods for ſmaller Offences,and the Axe for Capital 
Crimes. Let the rod like Jonathaxs be dipt in Hony ; and 
the Ax brighten'd with the oyl of Mercy. 

- Now tothe King Immortal, theonly wiſe Gol, who as hehath 
been our Saviour, ſo willone day come tobe our Judge; together 
with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour, Glory and 
Qbedience,now and ever. Amen, | 
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20 Aviog given the World a full and ſuc- 
& .cintt account of my ſelf in an Epiſtle 
to the Right Reverend and Learned 
Dean of S. Pauls, Dr. Edward Stifling- 
SYoI DE BY feet, by way of Preface to the Several 
D WDXAGY Wb reizhty Conſiderations, &c. I judge it 
WR See wholly ſuperfluous to repeat any thing 
of that Nature ; and therefore referr the Reader to that 
Preface and the Book it ſelf. I 
. 1. My preſent Task is only to wipe off that Dirt, which 
very vnworthily and undefervedly hath been caft upori Me 
and my Book by ſuch, whoſe malice and envy leaves no 
- ſtone unmoved to render their Neighbours as Odious, as by 
the Villainous Pranks of many of their Party, they have now 
made themſelves. i O08 11 
And if ſome paſſages be brought on the ſtage, which may 
any ways prejudice particular Perſons, and which otherwite 
might have lain for ever dormant ;;, They may thank rhem- 
ſelves in rouzins up one,who deſired to bury himfelf'in Obs: 
ſcurity —- Oblitnſq; ſrorun,Obliviſcendina & ili — and tohave 
{hak*d hands as a fair Enemy, fince he could not cloſe with 
them as a boſome Friend, Nay even now I am forced forth; 
I ſhall make it appear Ido all ( cum mrderemine: incalpute: 
Tutels) rather to Ward my ſelf, thafto Hound my: Anitega- 
nit. | v7od ooh NN crow Daus 
There are but two Objections that have any thing of Co- 
D 2 lourg 
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lour, and therefore to thoſe I ſhall make a more punQual 


Reply... The other exceptions are ſo frivolous, that when I 


DO Rn them ,1 have blown them away. 


he firſthath been miſchievoully framed by Papiſts ; and 
the other unwarily taken up upon a miſtake, by -fome Pro- 
teſtants. h Wo 

Some Papiſts with unparallePd Impudence and-falſhood 
have ſpread a Report ſince my withdrawing from their 
Communion, that it was high time for me to actas I. did, 
for my then Superiours had deſign'd to have- confined ime to 
a Cloyſter beyond Sea, for my ſcandalous Lite here in Exe: 
land. | TIE 
The firſt Forger of this Diabolical lie was a Derbyſhire 
Gentletnan ( whoſe name out of reſpeCt to ſome of his Re- 
tions, and for the ſake of his Children, I purpoſely conceal: 
and ſhall do ſo, till by further Provocations compel'd to dif- 
cloſe it, and paint him out in his Colours, and acquaint the 
World with ſume of his good qualities ) Infamous for ha- 
ving'drawn his {word to have kilFd his own Father, for abu- 
fing his Mother, a zealous Proteſtant, and telling her ſhe de- 
ſerved tobe burnt alive for her Obſtinacy ; and for his boaſt- 
ing that he accounted it no-more to ftabb an Heretick, than 
to kill a two-penny Chicken: This Account of him I had 
from one of his neareſt Relations. | = 
There are ſome others that have very induftriouſly 


contributed to the ſcattering abroad this'calumny in all 


Companies they light up6n,”' If ' they ſill (perſevere, I 
may, :all.in. good time, (give ther. their juſt' CharaRer in 
requital.'- In the interim*I had rather the Whiteneſs of my 
Innocency. ( which I ſhall perfectly demonſtrate as to this 
matter) ſhould by an Aztiperitaſis produce their bluſh, 
than the-laying opentheir realCrtmes,cauſe theirConfuſion. 
- :Sofar were the Superiottts: of that Order, wherein I was 
ingaged, from ſending me beyond Sea, as is maliciouſly 
ſuggeſted, that no longer than two Months before my de- 

| | ſerting 


s. 
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ferting them,lI was confirmed a Superiour andPrelate among 
them (viz. in Oobey 1678, at whichtime they held their 
Intermediate Chapter) having hid that Dignity confer'd 
upon me the year betore,in their ſolemn Provincial C hapter, 
May 6. 1677. Sothat I was an Actual Superiour among 
them, when I torſook them : and but juſt before, my Patent 
was ratified to have continued ſo, well nigh two yearslong- 
er. 

To make this =_ beyond all diſpute, I fhall here preſenc 
the Judicious and Impartiat Reader, with the Commiſſion 
or Patent it {e!f, word for word as it was communicated 
to me by that Learned and Famous Father, Father William 
He:rinx, then Commiſſary General, ſoon after promoted by 
the King of Spain, tothe Biſhoprick of Ipres in Flanders, and 
ſince, as Iam informed, Deceaſed. 

The Original hath been perulſed by divers Eminent Per- 


ſons in the Nation, and I have itby me ſtill to produce, if 


any of my Adverſaries ſhall have the Confidence to que- 
ſtion or deny the reality of it. Take it as follows :. ' * 7 


Rater Gulielmus Herins Orainis fratrum Minorum S. PN. 


Franciſci 8.T heologie Leitor Jabilatus, Ex-Definitor Gene- 
ralis, ac ſuper Provincias Germanie Superioris, Belgii, Anglte, 


FHiberniz, Scotie, Dacie, &c. cum Pltuitudine Poteſtatis in- 


wtrog; Foro Commiſſarins Generals. 

Diledo Nobis in Chriſto, Venerando admodum Patri Fr. 
Thom. Sheppey, Ej»{4:» Ordinis, Provincie vero: noftre- 
Anelie fratrum Minoriiz Recolieftorun Sacerdoti,  Predica- 


tori &* Confeſſario, Saluters & Pacem in Doming {ernpiternathh.. 


Cum ſecundum Definitionem Capituli Provincialis' Alme 
nojtre Provinsie Analie Fratrum Minoram Recoltedo- 


rum, hoc Anno 1677. die 6. Menſis Mait- is Coventa: 


Regati Sommerſetapy. Londini celebrati | | inſttthtts ſis 
Guardianus Diſtricts Norgowicenſis : Jacirca hans twan 
Tnſtitutionem confirmantes, Tivs (decrjns Homeitate, Religy- 
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'C23is Zelo ac ſufficientia multiplici in Domino confidimus) virtute 
Preſentiums Mandamus, @* in meritum Obedientie Salutaris 
injunzcimus., quatenus poſt harum Receptionem ſtatim Te ad 
aittum Locum transferas , injunttum Guardiani Munns ſc- 
cundum Gratiam Tibi a Domino datam &* donandam, wvigilanter 
executurus : In Virtute Spiriths [ani per ſantl am Obedientiam, 
previpientes Omnibus prefati Diſtrietus Patribus, ut Te tanquams 
ſuum legitimum & indubitatum Superiorem ac Pralatum re- 
cipiant, Tibique in Omnibus, gud hoc Munus Guardiani con- 
cernunt, pareant cum effettu. Qaos Tibi, Teque Illis quam 
ofſumus charius in Domino commendamus. Vale in Chriſto 

eſu, ipſum pro Nobis Oraturus. Datum Loco & Tempore Epe- 
ditionis noſtre Capitularis, quibus ſupra, ſub Noſtro Chirogr apho 
Officirq; Sigillo Majori. 


Fr. Gulielmus Ferinx 
Commiſſarius Generalls. 


+ 
Locus Sigilli. 


I forbear the Tranſlation of this Paper, partly that I may 
not ſeem my own Encomiaſt, and partly that I may not 
{well this Apology beyond its *enuel oe Dimenſions. But 
this I preſime will be abundantly ſufficient to ſatisfie all 
unbiaſs'd Perſons, that I was not ſo contemptible rh:z, as 
ow they would makerhe World believe. Nay I appeal to 
the Conſciences of T hoſe of three Counties in this Nation, 
where my Concerns chiefly lay, whether even to the laſt 
moment of my Abode, till I declared my Refolutions of 
Uniting my ſelf to the Church of Exg/azd, I was not in 
that Love, Eſteem and Authority with them, that nothing. 
was accounted too good or dear for me. _ Many Proteſtant 
Gentlemen with whom I was then acquainted can teltifie 
this, and how plentifully I lived, while of their Commu- 
nion. And this I both doand will ever thankfully acknow. 
ledge. But the ſhortof the buſineſs is this, 1y Unpardonable 


Crime was my preferring my God and my King before the —_ 
| T 
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The other ObjeQtion, which hath done me much and ma»* 
nifold prejudice ( though I charitably hope without any 
malicious Deſign in the tirft Authour ) is a groundleſs fur- 
miſe that I was ingaged in the Popiſh Plot. Mr. Stephen 


 Dugaale was the Perſon who firſt gave Occ..ſton to this ſuſpt- 


cion by inſerting my name into his Printed Narrative, But: 
he hath ſince been ſo ingenuons as to acknowledge his mi- 


ſtake, and that publickly in theſe words. 

Hereas in a lateBook of mine there is mention made. 
ww of one Mr. Sheppey formerly a Prieft-of the. Roman 
Church: Theſe are to giveNotice thatI never knew the Per-. 


o 
C. 


* ſon, nor mention*d him upon any other Account,but thatDr.. 


« Neeaham of Derbyſhire had ſaid in his Evidence,that he with. 
* others fled upon the news of the Plott : which, Iam-ſatisfi- 
*ed fince, was upon account of coming up to Lopdon to de- 
«clare himſelf a Proteſtant, and publiſh his Reaſons for ſo. 
© doing : which I am fatisfied he hath done with great Ap. 
* probation. And T am ſorry upon miſtakeI ſhould give 
*any ground of ſuſpicion againſt ſo worthy a Perſon.. Given 
under my Hand this.5* day of Fannary 1683. 

: Stephen Dugaale.. 


Now the miſtake both of Mr. Dgaale and Dr. Needham 
of Derbyſhire lay here, in affirming that.I fled upon news of 
the diſcovery of the Plot. Forall the Country wherel then; 
fojourn'd, know that when others fled, I remain'd and ap- 
peared publickly divers Months after : that I'went and ſur- 
rendred my ſelf to-a Juſtice of Peace and Deputy Lieutenant: 
of the County, on purpoſe to anſwer any thing that.might be. 
aledged againſt me; and heaffured me he heard' of nothing: 
F was charg'd withall : rhat I'never was ſo much as a: Cop- 
witted, no not a Preſented Recaſant : and that afterwards be-. 
ing fully {:tisfhed as to the T raiterons Principles and PradFices 
"f rhe Charch of Rome, I iramediately ( but not: without Li- 
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'cence firſt obtained from the Lords of his Majeſties moſt 
Honourable Privy Council) came up to Loxadon, and 
re-united my ſelf to the Church of Ezglazd, from which I 
had been unwarily ſeduced ; and there, to give a general 
{atisfaQion, I publiſhed the Book of the Several weizhty Con- 
ſider ations, &c. | | 

Having thus diſpatch'd the two main Exceptions that 
have been made againſt me ; I ſhall make quick work with 
the other trifling cavills that have been propoſed to blaſt my 
Reputation. | | 

That the Dean of St. Pau/s compoſed the Weights Confſide- 
rations for me ; as itis very filly and ſenſeleſs in the Objec- 
tors, ſoit is but too great an Honour for my ſelf. But thoſe 
who have any brains, are better acquainted with the genius 
and unimitable Style of that Great Man's Writings, than 
tothink that he could ſtoop to ſo mean a Production. 

That, if Ipleaſe, I can anſwer the Book my ſelf, is a com- 
plemeat I thank them for. But I deſire them to eaſe me of 
the trouble, for I profeſs in good earneſt it is paſt my skill. 
And for their Incouragemenat, I do here ſolemnly declare, 
That if they can convict me of one Szzgle falſhood wittingly: 
aſſerted, or one Authority forged : Nay,if they will but fatis- 
fie me in this Oze Poinr,that Sedition and Treaſon, I mean the 
Depoſing of Princes and Abſolving Subjetts from their Allege- 
ance, is not the Dofrine of their Church, as well as of Particu- 
lar Doftors and Societies ; and hath not been their Con/tant 
Prattice, when ever it lay in their Power ; Iwill (as my Lord 
Biſhop of Lizco/z ſpeaks in his late Book ) renounce all that 
I have written, and become one of the wor/t fort of Chriſtians, 
« Roman Catholick. Or if this will not content them, . I will, 
burn my own Book : andI queſtion not, but they will have 
the ſame Charity for me, as they have for all others they 
are pleaſed to call Hereticks (had they but the opportunity 

F Queen Mzries Days) to throw me into the fire after it. 


That 
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That I hed a Benefice of 200! a year confer'd upon me,and 
thar upon my forſaking them, 1 immediately married ; are 
{uch notorious untruths, that all who know me, know thoſe 
Rumours to be falſe. 

As to the former, I wiſh they could make their ObjeRion. 
go00d. ButI bleſs Good, I remain as contented with thoſe 
mean Circumſtances, Ihave lain under,fince I departed from 
them, as they at preſent ſeem to be tranſported with the 
flattering Proſpect of a Golden Age to ſucceed as to their 
Intereſts. For 1 am ſure many of thei talkas bigg,as if they 
intended to carry all before them.But I hope the never $/um- 
bring Keeper of our Iſrael, and the watchful eye of our Ma- 
giltrates will. procure, that, as of late they counted their 
Chickens before they were hatch*d ; 10,0 they may reckon with: 
out their Hoſt. | 

A Perſon of Honour of the Romiſh perſwaſion was plea- 
ſed to intimate to an Honoured Friend of mine, that I had 
wrong'd the R. F. Francis 2 8. Claraby aſſerting his Vindica- 
tion of the equivocating Jeſuite, whowas taken not far of my 
habitation about 6 years ſince. ( Of which Paſſage give an 
account in my Pretace to the formention'd Book.) My ob- 
ligations to that Reverend Father, now, as I hear, deceaſed, 
are of ſuch a Nature, that I would ſooner cut of my own 
right hand, than falſly aſperſe his Memory. But though 
Socrates and Plato are bath my friends, yet there is one much 
dearer to me than my ſelf, and that is Truth. An41 therefore 
for clearing my innocence as to that Point, I ſhall only refer 
the Reader to the matter of fact, ſer down in the aboveſaid 
Preface ( and which is known to be true by a Great Many 
in that Town. and County where it happen'd) ſubjoyning 
that Reverend Fathers Letter to me upon that occaſion (I 
have the Letter till by me, and it hath been thewn toc ers 
Perſons of Quality ) and fo leave it to the Reader to give up 
his Verdict to bring me 1n ks or not Guilty of Injuring 

my 
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my Friend. Father S. Clare uſually went by the Name of 

Mr. Hunt, as all know, that knew him. And this I men- 

_ to prevent any miſtake that might happen by change of 
ame. 


3 


The Letter. 


Good Mr. Sheppey. 


© F Received yours touching your Neighbours forſwearing 
6 Trim. tbive been very 1ll, and it's trequent, which may 
*excuſe my not writing, which indeed I do very ſeldome. I 
© informed my {elf of the whole Paſſage from myNeighbours 
(i.e. the Provincial and others of the Jeſuits, who would be ſure 
to make the beſt of ſo foul an ation of one of their own Members) 
© who had expreſs Letters of the Trurh. He was before the 
© Mayor and Sheriff: being asked if he were Married ? he 
; ured Tes, and this was taken for Anſwer : Onely he 
* promiſed to come, whenfoever they demanded it. The 
© Sheriff ſince wrote to him, not to appear, though called. 
* This is the ſubſtance ; wherein he 1s-/Vorhing reprehenſible, 
* and he now follows his Courle as before, except that only 
*Town. Excuſe me. for not being morelarge, my head 1s 
* not good. Pray for 


Jax. 16. your old Servant. 
1675; 
Fr, Hunt: 
But 
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But there is a Letter of mine own written to a Gen- 
tlewoman, ſoon after I had publiſhed my Several weighty 
Conſiderations ; with which my Enemies make a great 
noiſe, as if while I renounced the Romiſh Religion my 
ſelf, I perſwaded others to continue in it. I am ſorry 
I did not keep a Copy of that Letter by me, and I wiſh 
with all my heart they would produce the Tetter it 
ſelf, that it might appear to the world with how great 
Diſingenuity they have treated me upon that Occaſion. 
1 he buſineſs was only this: having for ſome years been 
more than ordinarily concern'd in the ſpiritual affairs of 
an Antient infirm Gentlewoman, of whoſe death I ex- 
pected to hear every moment; and knowing withal 
how much ſhe relyed upon my directions, and that ſhe 
would be reduced to great perplexity upon the report 
of my proceedings : I thought it my Duty, both in re- 
ſpe& of my former obligations to her, and the care I had 
particularly taken of her, not to let her be wholly ne- 
gleted at that Conjuncture, Whereupon I wrote to her 
to acquaint her: with what I had done, and that, being 
deſign'd for a place not far from her, I intended, upon 
my coming down into the Country, to wait upon her 
and give her thoſe direQions, I judg'd moſt proper and 
ſuitable to one in her Condition. Adviſing: her in the 
mean while not to trouble her ſelf with ſcruples and 
Controverſies, but box4 fide to follow ſuch Inſtruftions 
as I had formerly left with her, till I might be fo hap- 
. Py as perſonally to wait on her and diſcourſe her both 
about what I had done my felf, and what courſe I won'd 
wiſh her to take. And to yield her ſome farisfaftory 
Conſolation in the Interim, I told her (ont of an ex- 
cels of my Charity to that Party) that if it ſhould pleaſe 
God to take her away before I could confer with her; 
yet I was ſo well acquainted with her Vertuous Life 
and Converſation, and her ſincere pious Intention of 
E 2 ſerving 
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ſerving God to the beſt of her knowledge and Abi- 
lity, that 1 doubted not ſhe might dye in-a fafe con- 
dition: as well knowing that God of his infinite mercy 
might deal favouably with one in her circumſtances 
and not Ict her be prejudiced in her Eternal Concerns, 
for ſome /Nottonal Errours, deeply radicated by a long 
uninterrupted habit of many years. 

If this were a miſtake in me, it was meerly a Trax- 
ſport of that Charity I have for all that profeſs Chri- 
ſtianity. But becauſe I was foon inform'd how baſely 
and unworthily this Letter was divulged and wreſted 
to a wrong Sence, by ſome at whoſe hands I have 
deſerved b=tter and civiller dealings; I never made 
her any Viſit; nor ever had I, nor will Ientertain the 
leaſt Correſpondence with any of that Faction, other. 
wiſe than in a common Civility : which alſo for the 
future I ſhall avoid ſo far forth as good Manners and 
Neceſſity will permit. And Itake God to witneſs, 1 
was ſo far from per{wading that Perſon to remain in 
Popery, ſtrictly fo called, that it was my deſign, had I 
' Teen her, truly and fully to have repreſented to her 
ſeveral of the groſs abuſes of that Church, and ſo 
by degrees have reduced her from what I. conceived 
moſt dangerous in the Popiſh Communion: 

And had my Adverſaries dealt candidly, they would 
rather have taken notice of thoſe many Pathetic! 
Diſſwaſives I lent to divers of them againſt Popery, than 
to lay ſuch a ſtreſs upon a Charitable Expreſſion. That 
I hoped well of a Vertuous Gentlewoman, who might 
chance to dy 1n the Communion of that Church. But 
there can be no ſurer evidence of a baffled ſinking cauſe, 
than thus to catch hold of every S*raw that comes in 
their way. 


Either 
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Either the Papiſts believe me ſtill tobe a Papiſt ;:on- 


they do.not. If they do, certainly it is 'very ungract 
ouſly done of them, to vilifie and calumniate one, whom 
they ſtill be'ieve to be their truſty confident Friend, and 
to endeavour the ruine -of his good name, . whom .they 
would impoſe upan the World, either as already being, 
or willing to become a Member of their Church : -If 
they do not believe it themſelves, the more ſhame-for 
them ſubtilly and maliciouſly to infinuate to others, what 
they themſelves give no credit to: I aſſure you gentle- 
men, this is neither a -o/y Cheat nor a pious Fraud. | 

Were a diſowning the Orders derived fromthe Church 
of Rome either neceſſary or convenient, I ſhould not be 
wanting to give that laſt proof of.the fincerity of my Con- 
verſion : But finding no ſotid- ground or precedent for 
ſucha novelty, neither in Dr. M. Lnther, . Archbiſhop 


Cranmer, no nor Mr. Calvin himſelf ( who never renew-. 
ed their Orders, but only relinquiſhed the Errors and Su- 


perſtitions of Rowe) I ſhall acquieſce (and I think I have 
moſt, if not all, Proteſtant Divines on my ſide) in that 
known Maxime, Quod fieri nox debuit, fiitum walet. 

And now to put a period to this Apology, I know not 


how more fitly to conclude it, than by making this ſo-. 


lemn proteſtation before God, Anzels and Men, That 
notwithſtanding all that evil minded men have ſuggeſted 
to the contrary, Tam as real and loyal a Proteſtant ,as the 
Objecters the nlelves are zveterate Papiſts ; and Took up- 
on that term of intignation, wherewith they continually 
mention me, -/ a faltex Pri«ff, to be leſs infamous by 
far than what ſuits with many of themſelves, whom I 
know to be Reneo:do Proteſtants. Tn a word, as I was 
ſincerein my re-4n0n, foam Idaily more and more con- 
firmed in my adheſion to that Church wherein I was 
made a Chriſtian, and which upon an impartial Survey, 
I judge tobe the beft copy of the true Apoſtolical. Primi- 


ve. 
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tive Church in the World: I mean the Church of 


England as by Law now eſtabliſhed ; and therein I fnal- 
ly purpoſe by Gods grace to live and dye; and if the All- 
wile Providence ſhould think it fit to reduce me even to 
the laſt exigencies of begging my Bread, yet neither the 
ſolicitations of one, nor the unkindneſfs of the other, 


ſhall ever prevail with me to alter this reſolution. And 1 


humbly requeſt the Prayers of all good Proteſtants, That 


God would enable me to reform the errours of m y pra- 


Etice, as I have done thoſe of my Opinion ; and that 1 
may never more ſcandalize that holy profeſſion I here 


And thus having publickly vindicated both my T20- 
cency and ſincerity, againſt the uſual cavils that are made 
apainft both, Ithink it high time to eaſe both my Reader 


and my ſelf. 


Thomas SHEPPEy, 


L — 


A CaTtarocus of ſome Books Printed for Henry 


Mortlseck ar the Phenix in St Panl's Church- 


Yard. 


g 5 HE Antiquities of Nottinghamſhire , extra&ed 

out: of Records, Original Evidences, Lieger Books, 

other Manuſcripts, and Authentick Authorities.. Beau- 
tified with Maps ,, Proſpetts, and Portraiftures.,, By 
Robert Thoroton Do@or of Phyfeck. Folio. 


A Rational Account of the grounds of Proteſtant Religion :- 


being a Vindication of the Lord Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury's Relation of a Conference, &c. from the pretended 


Anſwer of T. C. Wherein the true Grounds of Faith: 


are cleared, and the falſe diſcovered, the Church of Eng- 
land juſtified from. the imputation of 'Schiſtu, axd the 
moſt important particular controverſies betwees us and 
thoſe of the Church of Rome throughly examined. The 
ſecond Edition correfted. By Edward Stillingfleet D. D.. 
Dean of St. Pauls. Folio. | 

A Diſcourſe concerning the Idolatry prattiſed in the Church: 
of Rome; and the hazzard of Salvation. in the Commu» 

* zion of it « in anſwer to ſome papers of a revolted. Pro-- 


teſtant ;, with a particular account of the Fanaticiſm and: 


Diviſions of that Church. Oayvo. 
An Anſwer to ſeveral late Treatiſes occaſioned by s Book 
extituled, A Diſcourſe concerning the Idolatry pra- 


Qiſed in the Church of Rome; and the hazzard of. 


Salvation in the Communion of it. : The firff Part. 
Ottayo.. 


A: 


/ Of 


A ſecond Diſcourſe in vindication of the Protcfkant ground 
| of Faith, againſt the pretence of infallibility in the Ro- 
-man Church, iz Anſwer to the Guide in Controverſies, 
by R. H. Proteftancy without Principles, and Reaſon 
and Religion, or the certain Rvle of Faith, by E. JW. 
with a particular enquiry into the Miracles of the Roman 
Church, Ottavo. 
An Anſwer to Mr. Creſly*s Epiſtle Apologetical to a perſon 
\ of  Flonauri touthingi' bis: Vindication” of 'Dr.. Stilling- 
ett evo: ot Mein phat 3 oo ares 
A Defence of the Diſcourſe concerning the Taolatry. pradtiſed 
**. in the Church of Rome.: in Anſwer to a Book intituled, 
Catholicks no Idolaters. Ottavo.. . 199971 
Several Conferences between a Romiſh Prieſt, a Fanatick 
. ->Chaplain , and. a Divine of the Church of England:: 
being a full Anſwer to the late Dialogue of T.G. Octtavo. 
Of the. nature of Superſtition: A Sermon Preached at St. 
....Dunſtans Weſt, March 31. 1682.” 


" All written by Edward Stillinefleet D. D. Dean of St. 
Pauls, and Chaplain in ordinary to his Majeſty. 


